Activities for addition and subtraction instruction and practice:
1.  2 sided counters
Select a specific number of counters.  Toss the counters onto a mat.  State/record the number sentence.
                                          3 + 1 = 4
· This can also be done with a bar graph to record the number of times each equation occurs.
· Numbers can be assigned to students based on their readiness level

· These can also be “read” and recorded as subtraction problems   4 – 1 = 3
· For each toss, a fact family can be recorded with both addition and subtraction equations.

2. Dominoes
Dominoes, especially colored ones, a provide excellent support for students working with addition and subtraction.   It is easy to recognize the sets and the dots can be counted to confirm sums or differences.  
                                                            2 + 3 = 5; 5 – 2 = 3
·  For an introduction, only the numbers in a family or bond can be recorded  2, 3, 5. Symbols for operations can be added at a later lesson.

· Can be recorded as addition or subtraction.

· For each toss, a fact family can be recorded with both addition and subtraction equations.

· Use of double six dominoes provide practice for sums to 12; double nines – sums to 18

3.  Math Mats/ Storyboards 
 Math mats or storyboards are the work areas for representing number sentences or equations.  They require either two types of counters or two distinct areas on the mat or board.  Students illustrate an equation by placing counters on the mat and then telling a story about them.   
          On a plate using macaroni and puffs -  Last night for dinner I had 3 meatballs (puffs)  and 4 pieces of spaghetti (macaroni).     3 + 4 = 7
4.  Number Lines

 Number lines are valuable for visualizing number relationships.  Students should develop facility with a using and creating a variety of lines, even being able to use a clock as a number line is helpful.  Number lines can be especially helpful for counting on and subtraction.
5. Power cards

 This is played like the card game war.  Face cards are removed from the cards and they are divided evenly between 2 players.  The players turn over a specific number of cards simultaneously (they should place them in the order they were turned over).  The player who first calls out the sum (or difference) takes the cards.
6. 100’s boards

These can be used to illustrate patterns in addition and subtraction.  Start with + 1 . (+10 for second grade).   Once again these illustrate patterns for students and they see the relationships between the numbers.  Students should be encouraged to note the  relationship of any number to 10’s.  (i.e. 6 + 4 = 10, 16 + 4 = 20
7. Oral counting 
Students can regularly practice this as they line up, during transitions or as a warm up before lessons.  This is especially helpful for auditory learners.  
·   Chose various starting points to count from

·   Count forwards and backward

·  Count by different intervals

·  Record “counting” on strips to look for  patterns

8. Number detectives
Students can search for examples of pictures from which they can write an equation.
9. Building models with counters, unifix cubes, base 10 blocks
Students can gain a picture of a number using manipulatives. These can also be used in conjunction with a Place Value board to build a connection between the value and the representation.  It also helps student see patterns of numbers and relationships.  Building numbers with manipulatives can be combined with decomposing numbers to illustrate the variety of forms which have the same value.
10.  Flashcards with a friend  -Remember triangle cards  - cover one of the corners, then ask the appropriate question.
11.  Sum or difference bingo
12.  Addition tables 

Using colored strips, students can place one strip vertically and one horizontally on the lines representing the addends.  Where the strips cross will be the sum.

13.  I have / who has?

A student reads their card, then the student with the correct response to that card reads the response then their question. 












